Victor Fox
August 12, 1936 - April 23, 2020

Victor “Vic” Fox, age 83, died peacefully at his home in Frankfort, Kentucky on April 23,
2020. Vic’s passing ended a tough thirty-year battle with heart disease and attendant
complications. A graveside service with military honors will be held 1:00 p.m. at Kentucky
Veterans Cemetery – North, on Wednesday, July 15, 2020, with Father Peter Doddema
and Father Charles Howell officiating. A celebration of life at the Church of Ascension in
Frankfort, Kentucky, will be held at a later date.
Vic was born on August 12, 1936, in Atlantic City, New Jersey to George and Ernestine
Northcutt Fox. Vic’s life was fueled by a high intellect and marked by an abiding,
unyielding fidelity to honor and integrity in all his pursuits.
Having lost both parents by age 13, Vic was parented by his Aunt Effie Northcutt Dunn
and her husband Wood Dunn of Corinth, KY. Vic was a member of the first graduating
class of Grant County High School where he was active in sports and school clubs. He
held both an undergraduate (BA) degree and graduate (Juris Doctorate) degree from the
University of Kentucky. He was admitted to and practiced before the U.S. Supreme Court,
the U.S. 6th Court of Appeals, the Court of Military Appeals and the Supreme Courts of
both Kentucky and South Carolina.
He entered the U.S. Navy immediately upon graduation in June 1954, as a seaman recruit
and retired as a Captain in the Judge Advocate General’s Corps in August 1996. During
that time, he spent 10 years on active duty and 32 years in the Reserve. His duty
assignments as a hospital corpsman included U.S. Navy hospitals in Memphis and
Bethesda, the USS Rochester, and the Marine Corps Recruit Depot, San Diego. As a JAG
officer he served in the Pentagon, Office of the Navy Judge Advocate General, Marine
Corps Base, 29 Palms California; and Special Military Magistrate, Naval Base, Charleston,
SC.
As a civilian he served the Attorney General of Kentucky as the lead attorney for the
Beverly Hills Supper Club Fire as well as the state’s asbestos litigation. He was also
responsible for Kentucky being one of the first states to computerize the Attorney
General’s Legal Docket. He served on the Board of Governors of the Kentucky Bar
Association and as chairman of the KBA’s House of Delegates. Vic successfully argued
three cases before the Supreme Court of the United States. He accepted a recall to active

duty in the Navy to computerize the Navy Legal Docket, and during that recall graduated
from the Navy Justice School.
A life member of the Navy League and the Military Officers Association of America as well
as the American Legion and VFW, Vic gave countless hours advocating in Frankfort and
Washington for veterans and providing free legal services to deploying service persons
and their families. His hobbies included model trains, golf, ball room dancing, vintage
sports cars and travel, visiting all seven continents. His primary philanthropic interests
were military memorials, the University of Arizona Sarver Heart Center, and the University
of Kentucky Markey Cancer Center, Gill Heart Institute and College of Public Health, KET,
Best Friends Animal Rescue and Life House no-kill shelter.
He is survived by his wife of fifty-seven years, Virginia Gaines Fox. Though they had no
children, Vic and Ginni were blessed with numerous nieces and nephews with whom they
were exceptionally close. They are: Susan Dunn of Villa Hills, KY, and her children, Megan
Rose Noll (Brian), of Ft. Thomas, KY, Tyler Fangman (Bailey) of Highland Heights, KY;
Allison Fangman of Ludlow, KY; as well as Megan’s children, Emerson and Blaine: David
Dunn of New South Wales, Australia and his sons, Clement (Emma) , Morgan, and
Clement’s son Henry George, all of Melbourne, Australia; Gregory Gaines (Lynne) of
Duxbury, MA and their children Dylan, Avery and Emmerson; Christopher Gaines (Mary
Kate) of Blacksburg, VA and their children Evelyn and Broderick; and a beloved brother-inlaw Dr. Paul Gaines (Linda) of Blacksburg, VA.
Serving as pallbearers will be Tyler Fangman, Christopher Gaines, Dylan Gaines, Gregory
Gaines, and Brian Noll.
Arrangements are under the direction of Harrod Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory.

Comments

“

Ginni - Just found out today that Vic had passed away in April. Mary Helen and I are
blessed to have been close friends with you and Vic so many years ago. Vic and I
had many wonderful and memorable days going through law school and in our
private practice in Lexington. I'm so honored that Vic achieved his military goals and
retired after having such a long period of service to his country. We knew that Vic
was an attorney who would have a long and distinguished career. We know you will
miss him deeply and you will be in our prayers.
Mary Helen and Jim Cottrell

James L. Cottrell - October 02, 2020 at 06:34 PM

“

Ginnie, My mom, Betsy Botkins, worked for Mr. Fox in Williamstown, when we lived
in Corinth and my sister (Elisabeth) and I were children. We loved getting to go with
her to visit the office to pick up or drop off documents. He was always, in my memory,
bigger than life and I can tell from his list of life accomplishments that my 6yr old self
was right! I am saddened to hear of his passing, I have fond memories of him. I hope
that your memories and family will comfort you in these sad days. Stephanie Botkins
Brown

Stephanie Brown - August 05, 2020 at 12:26 PM

“

Ginnie, not sure if you remember me, but my mother, Beulah Noble, ran Noble's
Restaurant & Truckstop at Corinth. I was younger and raised in Williamstown, but I
remember Victor. He was someone who was always friendly and caring. I remember
his being at the Corinth banquets and speaking there. What a wonderful individual,
who lived life to the fullest and gave to so many. The world certainly has a void
without him. I spoke to you a few times when Gov Fletcher was in office. I was a 34
year teacher at Gateway Community College (N KY Tech College before renamed)
and we spoke of educational items when you were in the Department of Education. I
know there is a deep loss for you. I pray for you and your various family members
and pray that they will be a great comfort to you.
Brenda Wynn Caudill

BRENDA CAUDILL - July 29, 2020 at 04:18 PM

“

Ginni. Pam and I send our condolences to you and your families. Vic had a
distinguished career as an attorney and as a very honorable military career. We are
proud to have you as friends. Our love and blessings. Judge John R. Adams

John Adams - July 15, 2020 at 06:08 PM

“

Prayers and condolences.
Always faithful
Marion and Edwina Taylor

marion a. taylor - July 12, 2020 at 10:00 PM

“

I am sad for all of us, especially Ginni, at the loss of Vic. When I read his obituary, I
was amazed at his accomplishments, his contributions, and his sheer presence. I
regret I did not have the chance to chat with him more. We are all lessened by his
absence.

Willis McKee Jr. - July 12, 2020 at 07:01 PM

“

So sad that you have lost your life partner. He was a wonderful man and accomplished so
much in his life. Love to you Ginni. Janice and Robert
Janice Shepard - July 12, 2020 at 08:30 PM

“

Deepest Sympathy
Jesse Holbrook & family

Barbara Holbrook - July 12, 2020 at 12:33 PM

