Ellis Ray Carter

April 17, 1927 - September 26, 2023

Ellis Ray Carter, widower of Margaret “Sue” Tandy Carter, passed away
Tuesday, September 26, 2023. He was 96 years, 5 months, and 9 days, and
he would tell you exactly that if you asked him. In addition to his wife and
parents, he was preceded in death by his grandson Caleb Service, a sister,
Martha Carter VanMeter, and a brother, Fred Carter. He is survived by his four
children Gwen Carter (Rick) Cobb, Beverly Carter Service, E.R. “Chip” Carter
II, and Kristi K. Carter. He was a proud and loving grandfather to Sarah
Service, Caleb (Marainda) Service, Hannah (Josh) Noble, Daniel Service,
Amelia Service, Kit Carter, and Morgan Carter, and outstanding great-
grandfather to Brayden, Dylan, Gavin, Marek, Ryan, Silas and Eli. He is also
survived by a sister, Eula Mae Carter Jarrett; sisters-in-law Kathy Tandy
Ammerman, Edith Wilson Tandy, and Alma Barrick Carter; brother-in-law,
Howard VanMeter; and several nieces and nephews.

He was born April 17, 1927, the oldest child of Alfred Walker Carter and
Susan May Crabb Carter. He was a 1944 graduate of Hartford High School.
His college career at the University of Kentucky was interrupted by World War
Il. He joined the U.S. Navy and served in the South Pacific on the U.S.S.
Bowditch. He was honorably discharged in 1946, and returned to UK where
he earned Bachelor’'s and Master’s degrees in Biology, graduating in 1950. He
began work in Fisheries at the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife in
1951, before moving to Frankfort and taking the position of Wildlife Biologist in



1954, which he continued until he retired in 1988. Many Frankfort residents
would remember him as Dr. Doolittle while he worked at the Game Farm, and
the family even lived on the property for many years. Many weekends would
see abandoned or injured animals dropped off at the Carter house. His kids
remember feeding deer on a bottle in the dog pen, the chinchilla, racoons,
squirrels, rabbits, the Belgian Hare, and often visiting the quail being hatched
in the incubator house. The family also bred and sold poodles so there were
always puppies to play with.

Ellis was a member of Immanuel Baptist Church. He loved to play bridge,
bowl, and even square dance in his day. He loved watching and listening to
UK Basketball and Football games, and rarely missed an episode of The Price
is Right, Wheel of Fortune, and Jeopardy. He had a voracious appetite for
knowledge and always asked the next question. Google came in very handy
in his later years. He also still subscribed to the Lexington Herald Leader
which he had delivered on a paper route for $1.10 a week while he attended
school in Lexington in the late 1930’s and early 1940’s.

In the last several years he survived the isolation of the Covid pandemic, a
house fire, a tornado, and arguments with his children with the same good-
natured resilience.

Funeral services will be held at Harrod Brothers Funeral Home at 1pm on
Tuesday, October 3rd, 2023. Visitation will be from 10am until service time at
1pm. Burial will follow at Sunset Memorial Gardens. Pall bearers will be Daniel
Service, Brayden Service, Dylan Service, Josh Noble, Ricky Mazza, and
Rodney Webber. Honorary bearers will be Rick Cobb, Gavin Noble, Marek
Noble, Ryan Noble, Silas Noble, and Eli Service.

Flowers are welcome, or donations may be made to the Salato Center at the
Game Farm (https://kentuckywildlife.com/salato-wildlife-education-center/) or
the charity of one’s choice.



Arrangements are under the direction of Harrod Brothers Funeral Home &
Crematory.

Condolences may be made via the online guestbook at www.harrodbrothers.c
om.
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Sunset Memorial Gardens

3250 Versailles Road
Versalilles, KY
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Tribute Wall

Ellis Ray Carter

October 06, 2023 at 03:15 PM

Great guy who enjoyed life . Ellis was strong in his faith in a quiet
and humble manner. A loyal and supportive member of Immanuel.
Prayers and sympathy for the family.

Steve Dooley - October 02, 2023 at 08:43 PM

Oh, | was very sorry to hear of the passing of Ellis Carter. | met Ellis
at the senior citizens center several years ago playing bridge. He
was an excellent bridge player. He was also a kind, caring,
intelligent gentleman that | am so glad | had the privilege to get to
know. | want to send my heatrtfelt sympathy to all the members of
his family And all of his other loved ones, may the perpetual light of
God'’s countenance be upon him and may his soul rest in peace
Sincerely. Doris Ellis Bibb Kistner.

Doris Ellis Bibb Kistner - October 02, 2023 at 01:09 AM

Dear Beverly, Chip, Gwen and Kristi, | will always remember your
dad and his special laugh. Lol | can remember spending many all
nighters at your house when it was at the game farm. Not many
people can say they stayed all night in that house! | will always
remember your mom and dad, they were such a big part of my
youth and very sweet folks. My parents just loved them and so did |.
| am so very sorry for your loss and will be thinking of you. Love
you, LaDonna

LaDonna - October 01, 2023 at 09:07 AM
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Harrod Brothers Funeral Home - September 29, 2023 at 04:03 PM

Gwen and Rick, so sorry for your loss. He was definitely a very
special person to many people. You have my deepest sympathy
and | certainly would be attending his service if it was possible.
However, | do have a doctor's appointment which | cannot change.
My favorite memory was Heather French Henry singing Happy
Birthday to him when he was 90 years old.

Betty C. Hawkins - September 29, 2023 at 10:54 AM

I will never forget Uncle Ellis and the kind ]
man he was. He was always smiling and he

always treated me like | was one of his kids. | |
never forget the summers at the Game Farm, “
how he always called me Linda Alice, how

much he loved wildlife and most of all his family. . RIP Uncle Ellis.
Prayers and thoughts for Gwen, Beverly, Chip and Kristi and all his
family.

Love you all /|, &

Linda - September 28, 2023 at 06:56 PM



