
John Joseph Carlin
January 27, 1958 - September 26, 2024

Frankfort - John Joseph Carlin, 66, of Frankfort, Ky., passed away on
Thursday, Sept. 26, 2024, after a pulmonary embolism the week prior. 

 

John was born on Jan. 27, 1958, to John “Jack” Joseph and Charlyne “Char”
Hermsen Carlin in Chicago, Ill. John attended St Raphael’s School in
Cleveland, Ohio, and graduated from St. Ignatius High School in 1976. He
went on to study marketing at the University of Kentucky, and received a
Master of Business Administration from the University of Dallas. 

John’s early sales career began at Reed Rockbit in West Texas as an oil field
salesman. He worked in sales, oil and gas, as a radio personality and as a fly
fishing instructor for Orvis. John was a founder of IntelliPage, a precursor to
text messaging before the age of the smartphone. But his true and most
favored calling was as a Full Time Dad (FTD), after meeting his wife and
becoming an amazing father. 

 

John originally met his wife, Martha, during college, but did not see her for
another 13 years until running into her in a bar in Dallas, Texas. After
approaching her and saying, “Hey, aren’t you Martha Rodgers?” it was love at
second sight and they were inseparable ever since. John and Martha have
three children together, Charlie Stagg Genry (a step-son), Mary McElroy
“Mary Mac” Anderson and John “Jack” Joseph Carlin. 



John thrived in his role as an FTD, spending every day laughing and joking
with his children, being the best helicopter dad, and adventuring to see new
things in their beautiful home state of Colorado. John was an avid lover of the
outdoors. Fishing, hiking, and biking were among his favorites, and due to his
Eagle Scout expertise from his childhood, he was always prepared for every
adventure. 

 He was a known joker with a fantastically sharp and witty sense of humor,
always providing the perfect “zinger” to make everyone laugh. Throughout his
life he compiled all of the funny words and phrases he came across, was
introduced to or invented in his “John-ka-pedia,” an encyclopedia of essential
phrases that brought light to his life. 

John was diagnosed with Parkinson’s Disease in 2002 and fought a long and
valiant battle - helping, educating and advocating for others with the diagnosis
through his efforts with Pedaling for Parkinson’s. John was instrumental in
bringing Pedaling for Parkinson’s programs to communities across the country
and was active in many areas of Parkinson’s fundraising and research. In
2011, he decided to conquer his Parkinson’s mountain on Kilimanjaro
alongside his lifelong advocate, Martha, and a strong new family of friends.
Summiting Kilimanjaro was a proud show of his perseverance and strength,
which led him to share this joyful story in “More Than a Mountain,” a book
chronicling this special journey of inspiration. 

 

John was full of light and shared that light with everyone he met. He collected
many dear friends over the years. John never said an unkind word and was
always there with a smile or joke for friends in need. 
John is predeceased by his parents John “Jack” and Charlyne “Char”
Hermsen Carlin. He is survived by his sisters Leslie Pritchard and Anne
Carlin-Jacoby, his wife Martha, and his three children Charlie, Mary Mac, and
Jack, as well as many cousins, nieces and nephews. 



Services will be held at Harrod Brothers Funeral Home, in Frankfort, Kentucky,
on Wednesday, October 2, 2024, at 12:00 p.m. A gathering of family and
friends will be held from 11:00 a.m. until 12:00 p.m. service time. Interment will
follow at Frankfort Cemetery. The family will also be holding a celebration of
life in Denver, Colorado at a later date this year for all who loved him during
his 26 years there. 

 

In lieu of flowers, the family asks that donations be made in his name to
Parkinson's Pointe, Denver, Colorado, Pedaling for Parkinson's/The Davis
Finney Foundation, Boulder, Colorado or BioCollective Research, LLC for PD
and microbiome research, all organizations that John cared deeply about in
his fight with Parkinson’s Disease. 

We also invite you all to share any pictures, memories, or random entries into
the “John-ka-pedia” that you may have helped him create throughout the
years. We know he shared so much joy and laughter with others and it was
his wish that we all laugh, reminisce, and smile together during this time. 

 

Arrangements are under the direction of Harrod Brothers Funeral Home &
Crematory.



Cemetery Details

Frankfort Cemetery

215 East Main Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 227-2403

Previous Events

Gathering of Family and Friends

OCT 2. 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM (ET)

Harrod Brothers Funeral Home
312 Washington Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 227-4526
hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com

Celebration of Life

OCT 2. 12:00 PM (ET)

Harrod Brothers Funeral Home
312 Washington Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 227-4526
hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com

mailto:hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com/
mailto:hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com/
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Michael P Timony - December 31, 2024 at 02:06 AM

I was in John's class at Ignatius and ran cross country with him.
Ran literally hundreds of miles with him during those years and
laughed our way through most of them as our coach John
Gladstone rolled his eyes at us. I also spent many high school
weekends with him going to sporting events, shooting hoops, etc..
The dude was big time silly. Thanks John and rest in peace, Mike
Timony Bend, Or.

Bernie Weber - December 30, 2024 at 06:12 PM

I know this is a bit delayed (just now got the sad news) but I caddied
with John for 4 years straight Westwood CC, and was a year ahead
of him at Ignatius. He was, no doubt, one of the nicest persons I
ever knew. He was one of the real nice guys. Such a shame 
Bernie Weber SIHS ‘75

Alumni Office of Regis Jesuit High Schoo - October 07, 2024 at 05:24 PM

The thoughts and prayers of the Regis Jesuit
High School community are with you as you
celebrate John's life. God bless!



DW

Donna Wilkinson - October 04, 2024 at 12:52 PM

Hi Martha, 
 
This is Donna Wilkinson, Logan Hall's Mom, of our Parkinson's
Group 

 I am SO SORRY we were out-of-state when John passed!!! I loved
John, and it was just a month or so ago that I helped him down the
hallway at Forks of Elkhorn Church!!! We chatted and laughed all
the way. He will surely be missed at our group!!! I know a nice
donation was made as the "group"; however, Logan and I want to
make a "special" donation to BioCollective Research in his name.
Hopefully, they will notify YOU. If not, I just want you to know how
much we care!!!! 
 
Sincerely, 

  
Donna Wilkinson and son, Logan Hall.
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Bob Zoller - October 03, 2024 at 10:03 AM

To John and family - 
 
I knew John for many years in our youth, at both St. Raphael grade
school and St. Ignatius High School. I personally support the
statement in his obituary that reads: 

 "John was full of light and shared that light with everyone he met.
He collected many dear friends over the years. John never said an
unkind word and was always there with a smile or joke for friends in
need." 
John was truly full of light and life. 
 
I am sure you are going through challenging times with the loss of
John. The best I can offer you, thanks in part to our time at St.
Raphael's and St. Ignatius, is the strong belief that there truly is a
heaven, and John is there now looking forward to re-uniting with you
after you live a full life here. 
 
Bob Zoller, SIHS '76 

 Fairview Park, Ohio

Ken Johnson - September 30, 2024 at 12:46 PM

5 files added to the album Kirwin II Dorm
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Tony Hill - September 30, 2024 at 02:46 PM

Hey Ken! 
  

Tony Hill (214)-675-7189.

Leslie Pritchard - September 28, 2024 at 04:52 PM

I love you my hero brother. Until we meet again.


