Lucien Dean Blake
June 22, 1939 - June 5, 2011

Lucien Dean Blake, I, of Frankfort, Kentucky, passed away due to
complications from Marfan€s Syndrome at the Hospice Care Center at St.
Joseph@s Hospital in Lexington, Kentucky, on June 5, 2011.

Dean Blake was born in Charleston, WV, on June 22, 1939, to Lucien Dean
and Maymie Marie Blake, where he and his younger sister, Ann Belden, spent
their childhood. A gifted student and all-state multi-sport athlete, Dean
attended Charleston High School, graduating in 1957 as class president.
Dean accepted a scholarship to Virginia Tech, where he was a four-year
player on the varsity basketball team. He graduated with a degree in industrial
engineering in 1961. He married the former Judie Young on June 30, 1962.

After graduation, Mr. Blake worked for the Department of the Navy in
Maryland on the Polaris Missile Project. He was charged with developing a
scheduling and management information system for this massive project. In
1964, he accepted the position of management analyst for the West Virginia
Department of Highways. Over the next 15 years, Blake dedicated himself to
improving efficiencies within the WVDOH, while aggressively pursuing
adequate funding for more and better roads. He was named the Deputy
Commissioner in 1977, and also served as Chairman of the Governorgs Task
Force on Secondary Roads. Under his leadership, the state undertook its
most aggressive and fruitful secondary roads program in its history.



Mr. Blake became the founding Executive Director of the Flexible Pavements
Council (FPC) of West Virginia in 1979. FPC was the first organization in West
Virginia dedicated to the promotion and improvement of asphalt. In this role,
Dean continued to lead the fight for adequate funding for transportation on
both the state and national levels.

In 1983, Mr. Blake accepted the position of Executive Director of the Plantmix
Asphalt Industry of Kentucky (PAIKY), where his mission continued to be to
work for a better product, improved quality, and to expand the asphalt market.
He was a registered lobbyist and a prolific writer on highway related subjects.
His experience, longevity and principled leadership resulted in measurable
benefits to the industry and earned him the respect and admiration of all who
knew him.

He retired in 2008, and over the course of his career, he saw many changes in
the asphalt industry, and was an integral voice through the "Asphalt
Revolution.@

During his career, Blake served as a member of the National Asphalt
Pavement Association€s Board of Directors, and was a 25-year member of
their Quality Improvement Committee. He served on the Board of Directors of
Kentuckians for Better Transportation (KBT), as well as for The Road
Information Program (TRIP). He was a past president of the American Society
of Highway Engineers (ASHE), a member of the Association of Asphalt
Paving Technologists (AAPT), the Highway Advancement Task Force, and
UK@s Construction Management Industry Advisory Committee.

Mr. Blake was elected twice by his peers to act as chairman of the State
Asphalt Pavement Association Executives (SAPAE). In 2004, the University of



Kentucky@s Civil Engineering Department@s Construction Management
Founders Society honored him with their coveted "Lifetime Achievement
Award.€ The National Asphalt Pavement Association (NAPA) honored him
with its prestigious "Distinguished Service Award. ¢

Throughout his life, Dean was committed to the communities in which he
lived. He was an active member of Christ Church United Methodist in
Charleston, WV, where he taught Sunday school, served on the building
committee, and spent countless, beloved hours coaching youth in the church
basketball league for more than 15 years with great success. He was also a
Little League baseball and softball coach for both his son and daughter@s
teams.

For all of his academic, athletic, and career successes, Dean always
considered his family and friends to be his greatest blessing and most valued
treasures. He is survived by his wife of nearly 50 years, Judith Young Blake;
his daughter Jennifer Blake Waggener, her husband Drew Waggener, and
their children, son Scott Waggener, daughter Jessica Waggener Higgs, and
son-in-law Jon Higgs; his son David Blake, his wife Kim Blake, and their
children, daughters Haley Blake and Chelsie Stover, and sons Jeremy Blake
and Collin Stover.

There will be a memorial service held at 6 pm on Thursday, June 9, 2011, at
First United Methodist Church in Frankfort, Kentucky. There will be a second
memorial service held at 4 pm on Saturday, June 18, 2001, at Christ Church
United Methodist in Charleston, West Virginia.

In lieu of flowers, the family requests donations to either the Building
Committee of First United Methodist Church in Frankfort, KY, or to the
National Marfan Foundation (www.marfan.org).
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October 06, 2023 at 03:15 PM

| was deeply saddened to hear about the passing of Dean. It was
my privilege to work as Dean's secretary at the WVDOH. He was a
kind man who loved his family and friends. | would like to express
my heart felt sympathy to you all, and may the love and compassion
of God comfort you in your loss.

Belinda Maynard Beller - August 20, 2011 at 02:03 PM

Judy...I am so sorry for your loss. | just now found out about this. |
was just thinking of Dean last week and there will always be a place
in my heart for him.

Della clemons - June 14, 2011 at 12:26 PM

| knew Dean for many years at Christ Methodist along with Ann.
Judie and | were in the same high school sorority. | was so sorry to
see of Dean's passing. He and family were such a part of my life
growing up. Please accept my condolences. | will remember all of
you in my prayers.

Martha Adams Maddy - June 12, 2011 at 02:35 PM



Judie, | was saddened to read about the passing of Dean. He had
made so many accomplishments in his life, you and your family
must be very proud. | remember him so well and always thought
what a wonderful person he was. My thoughts go out to you and
your family. | know he will be greatly missed by all who knew him.
Thinking of you at this time.

God bless,
Donna

Donna Payne Ethington - June 11, 2011 at 01:35 PM

Dear Judy, Please accept my deepest condolence on the passing of
Dean. | had the pleasure of working with him while | was a Sales
Manager at the Matrriott Griffin Gate Resort back in the mid 90's. He
was So great to work with and a pleasure to be around. He always
kept his cool even in the most trying situations and | looked forward
to his return visits each year. Even though | left the Griffin Gate
Resort many years ago, | never forgot Dean and the impact he had
on my career. May the memories you made together comfort you &
your family in the upcoming days. Sincerely, Sheila Gallogly

Sheila Gallogly - June 09, 2011 at 02:51 PM



Dear Judy and Family: Just received a call from my brother Tom
Jones to let me know that Dean had passed away. We are so sorry
to hear of his passing and the loss we know you feel at this time. |
always had a great deal of respect for Dean beginning with our CHS
Class of 1957; looked forward to catching up with him during our
high school reunions that followed and will now miss his
effervescent personality and warm, friends-for-life outreach. May the
peace of our Lord be with you and your family at this time
celebrating his wonderful life. Deepest condolences. Love and
Prayers, Bill and Cissie Bramer

Bill and Cissie (Jones) Bramer - June 08, 2011 at 05:46 PM

Dear Judy and family. Please accept the sincere sympathy of our

family.

Frances Neff - June 08, 2011 at 05:24 PM



