
Patricia K. Nicol M.D.
June 27, 1928 - July 11, 2021

Frankfort - Patricia Kennedy Nicol, M.D., 93 years old, died peacefully surrounded by her
family, in Frankfort, Kentucky on July 11, 2021. She was a loving mother, daughter and
wife. She was married to Alan Hugh Nicol, IV for 10 and one-half years. 

 Born June 27, 1928, to Edwin Michael and Rosalie Wempe Kennedy in Louisville
Kentucky, she was their only child. She graduated from Presentation Academy and
subsequently earned her Bachelors of Science degree in 1947, followed by a Doctorate of
Medicine 1952, from the University of Louisville. Following her graduation in 1952, her
early career was spent as the Health Officer for Harlan County and later Hardin County.
She then returned to the University of California Berkley, where she earned her Master’s
in Public Health. 

 Following the unexpected death of her husband, she became the Director of the Division
of Medical Care of the Kentucky Department of Health Services and was instrumental in
establishing Kentucky’s Medicaid System in 1972. While raising successful children, the
remainder of her career was spent caring for the mothers and children of Kentucky. In
1974, she was appointed as the Director of the Division of Maternal and Child Health of
the Kentucky Department of Health and held that position until her retirement in 1994. She
oversaw a number of programs and studies allowing newborn screens, the establishment
of the Sudden Infant Death Syndrome Program and early screening programs for the
diagnosis and treatment for infants and children. 

 As a member of the Kentucky Medical Association, she served for many years as its
public health liaison. She was a member of the Franklin County Medical Society and the
Kentucky Public Health Association, and was its president in 1978. She served on the
Board of Trustees for the Frankfort Regional Hospital, and was president twice. She is the
recipient of the Lifetime Achievement Award of the Kentucky Perinatal Association and the
Kentucky Medical Association 1994 Annual Meeting Tribute. Additional Awards include the
U.S. Public Health Service for distinguished service and leadership on behalf of Mothers
and Children; the American Academy of Pediatrics 1993 Child Health Advocate Award;
The U.S Public Health Hall of Fame and one she is most proud of – being a Kentucky
Colonel given by the state of Kentucky to individuals noted for their public service and
their work for the advancement of Kentucky. 



She is survived by her children Gary Conlan, James Conlan (Teri), Kathleen Metzger
(Michael), Alan Nicol V (Sabrina), Sean Nicol (Celeste) and Scott Nicol (Natasha). Her
grandchildren include Shawna Conlan, Patrick Nicol, Megan Nicol, Alan Nicol VI, Aidan
Nicol, Andrew Nicol and Trevor Nicol. 

 She was a member of the Good Shepherd Catholic Church, where she served as a
Eucharistic Minister and participated on several committees. 
A Mass of Christian Burial will be held on Friday, July 16, 2021, at 10:00 a.m. with Father
John Lijana officiating. Committal services will be held at St. Michael Catholic Cemetery in
Louisville, Kentucky, at 1:30 p.m. on Friday. Visitation will be held at Harrod Brothers
Funeral Home from 4:00 p.m. until 6:00 p.m. on Thursday, July 15, 2021. 
In lieu of flowers, expressions of sympathy may be made to Good Shepherd Catholic
Church or the St. Vincent de Paul Society. 

 Arrangements are under the direction of Harrod Brothers Funeral Home & Crematory.



Cemetery Details

St. Michael Catholic Cemetery

1153 Charles Street
Louisville, KY 40204

Previous Events

Visitation

JUL 15. 4:00 PM - 6:00 PM (ET)

Harrod Brothers Funeral Home
312 Washington Street
Frankfort, KY 40601
(502) 227-4526
hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com

Mass of Christian Burial

JUL 16. 10:00 AM (ET)

Good Shepherd Catholic Church
72 Shepherd Way
Frankfort, KY 40601

mailto:hbfh@harrodbrothers.com
https://www.harrodbrothers.com/
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October 06, 2023 at 03:15 PM

Patricia K. Nicol M.D.

Tom Rougeux - August 06, 2021 at 01:46 PM

Dear Kathy, Alan, Sean and Scott - Your mom was like a second mother to me.
She called me (and others) “toots” which I always found endearing. Our moms
are likely having a stiff drink together now and it’s a bit comforting to imagine
those two together, laughing and having fun again. May the peace of Christ,
which surpasses all understanding guard your hearts and minds in Christ Jesus. 
Requiem pacem, Dr Nicol

Kit Carter - July 26, 2021 at 01:29 PM

Dr. Nicol was such a joyful and an amazing person who I cared so much for. The
last time I talked we were making plans about her coming to see my garden in
Louisville she was a trailblazer in her medical career and in the way she handled
her life! I was so very fortunate to have her in my life! Kit Carter louisville

Bobbi Holohan - July 26, 2021 at 12:03 PM

Dear Kathy, Alan, Sean and Scott, 
 
I was very sorry to hear that your mother passed away. She was a lovely lady and
I always looked forward to meeting her at Good Shepherd when I was in
Frankfort. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. May she rest in peace. 

  
Bobbi Holohan

Ann Hulette Abell - July 14, 2021 at 12:58 PM

So sorry to hear about your mom. I have lots of fond memories of time spent at
your house and your mom. Thinking about you all and sending love and
condolences. 

  
Ann Hulette Abell
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Sean Nicol - July 13, 2021 at 07:53 PM

1 file added to the album Family Photos

JOANN DEAN - July 12, 2021 at 05:40 PM

JOANN DEAN lit a candle in memory of Patricia K. Nicol
M.D.

JD
JOANN DEAN - July 12, 2021 at 05:52 PM

RIP , MRS..NICOL. REMEMBERING MY GRANDSON ALLEN AND ALL OF THE
FAMILY IN MY THOUGHTS AND PRAYERS.


